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Abstract

The study of legal guarantees for foreign investment within Omani legislation
holds paramount importance, given the pivotal role these guarantees play in
striking a strategic balance between the interests of foreign investors and the
sovereign rights of the host state. These legal safeguards encompass not only
substantive aspects—such as the protection of property rights against unlawful
expropriation, the assurance of Fair and Equitable Treatment (FET), and the
freedom to repatriate capital and profits—but also extend to procedural
dimensions. Foremost among these are investment dispute settlement mechanisms,
whether conducted before national courts or through International Arbitration,
which collectively bolster the stability of investment transactions and mitigate
potential legal risks.

This thesis, entitled "Legal Guarantees for Foreign Investment in Omani
Legislation: A Comparative Analytical Study," seeks to examine the regulatory
framework governing investment guarantees in the Sultanate of Oman. It further
analyzes the framework's effectiveness in maintaining an equilibrium between
investor protection and the preservation of the state's public interest. The central
research problem revolves around the adequacy of the legal guarantees established
by the Omani legislator and the extent of their alignment with international
standards and comparative legislative benchmarks.

To address this problem, the study adopts a two-part structure:

Chapter One is dedicated to examining the Substantive Legal Guarantees for
foreign investment in Omani legislation. It highlights the legislator's commitment
to providing sufficient safeguards against infringements on the ownership or the
operational exploitation of investment projects. This chapter analyzes the specific
legal provisions drafted to eliminate such impediments, thereby safeguarding the
investor’s right to manage their enterprise naturally and without hindrance.
Furthermore, these manifestations are analyzed and contrasted with relevant
comparative laws and international conventions.

Chapter Two investigates the effectiveness of judicial and alternative dispute
resolution mechanisms. It sheds light on the jurisdiction of the national judiciary
on one hand, and the recourse to International Arbitration on the other, as a
strategic instrument for fostering trust and ensuring Legal Certainty for foreign
investors.
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