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Abstract

There is no doubt that the criminal responsibility of a legal person and the
extent to which it bears responsibility and is punished like a natural person has
evolved, just as all laws have evolved, in terms of the person’s eligibility to bear
the consequences of his behavior, which actually came from him.

This development in the criminal liability of the legal person has reached the
point where jurisprudence and most legislations have settled on acknowledging its
criminal liability, just like the natural person, based on what the general rule
stipulates: that responsibility for a crime is personal responsibility, and the
resulting punishment is only imposed on the one who deserves it and to the extent
that he deserves it« Accordingly, the laws in the Sultanate of Oman, through Royal
Decree No. 30 of 2016 issuing the Anti-Money Laundering and Counter-Terrorism
Financing Law, established the criminal liability of the bank for money laundering
operations.

This study reached a number of conclusions, the most important of which is
that Omani legislation has settled on acknowledging the criminal liability of
banking institutions while limiting them to civil liability only, whether contractual
or tortious.

This study also reached a set of recommendations, the most important of
which is the issuance of independent legislation that explicitly and unequivocally
establishes that banking crimes are considered economic crimes, as well as holding
the central bank and its management accountable in the event that there is proven
negligence or failure on its part in the constant and continuous supervision and

oversight of all types of banks within the country.

key words: Money laundering, criminal liability, economic crimes, bank.
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