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Abstract:
This study addresses the offense of disclosure of professional legal privilege

(attorney—client confidentiality) and its impact on the right to privacy under Omani
law. The significance of this study lies in its examination and analysis of penal
provisions governing offenses that constitute an infringement upon rights protected
under the Basic Law of the State, as well as in assessing their adequacy in addressing
such crimes, identifying existing legislative gaps, and proposing practical

recommendations to confront them.

The study seeks to analyze the penal provisions related to the offense of

disclosing legal professional secrets in the Sultanate of Oman and to evaluate their
sufficiency in combating this offense and safeguarding individuals’ right to privacy
against violations. The central research problem focuses on the extent to which
Omani law adequately protects the right to privacy through the criminalization of
breaches of legal professional confidentiality, and whether the current legislative

framework sufficiently ensures the protection of clients’ private lives.

This study adopts both descriptive and analytical methodologies by examining

and interpreting relevant Omani legal texts and rules. It concludes, inter alia, that a
lawyer’s duty of confidentiality constitutes a perpetual obligation that does not cease
upon termination of professional status or expiration of the mandate. However,
certain exceptions apply, such as disclosure aimed at preventing future crimes or
disclosure made with the consent of the holder of the secret. The study recommends
that the legislator adopt a clear and comprehensive definition of legal professional
secrecy, rather than relying solely on general provisions concerning the disclosure of
professional secrets, in a manner that reflects the particular nature of the legal
profession and its role in the administration of justice.

Keywords: Legal professional secrecy, disclosure, legal profession, lawyer, right
to privacy
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