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Abstract

The Degree of Inclusion of the Content of Science Books for Grades (1-4)
for Critical Thinking SKkills in the Sultanate of Oman

The researcher: Thuraya Hamed Al Mashaikhi

Supervision committee: 1- Dr. Mohammed Al-Sinani: 2- Prof. Abdullah Al -Tobi

The study aimed to investigate the degree to which science textbooks for grades 1 to
4 in the Sultanate of Oman include critical thinking skills. The study sample consisted of the
activity books for science subjects for grades 1 to 4, for both the first and second semesters,
2024 edition. This study followed the descriptive-analytical method by developing a content
analysis card to analyze the activity books and identify the presence of critical thinking skills,
namely: analysis, interpretation, inference, and evaluation. The results revealed a total of
(255) instances of critical thinking skills across the activity books, distributed among the four
main skills. The most frequently included skill was analysis (34.1%), followed by
interpretation (25.5%), inference (25.1%), and finally evaluation (15.3%). The findings also
indicated a gradual increase in the total number of skills from grade 1 to grade 4,
Additionally, the results showed no statistically significant differences in the inclusion levels
of these skills attributable to the grade level. The study recommended designing instructional
guides for teachers of the second field on how to foster critical thinking skills, as well as
conducting periodic reviews of science curricula to assess the extent to which they achieve
the goals of developing critical thinking and to ensure alignment with ongoing educational
changes.
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