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Abstract

This study examines the legislative and penal framework governing bankruptcy
offenses in Omani law, comparing it to Egyptian law. It identifies forms of ordinary,
negligent, and fraudulent bankruptcy, along with their associated criminal liabilities.
The research's significance stems from practical application, which has revealed a
clear weakness in the enforcement of bankruptcy-related penal provisions in Omani
legislation. This weakness arises from the requirement of a final bankruptcy
declaration before legal action can be initiated, despite the prevalence of commercial
distress. This situation necessitates a study of the effectiveness of penal policy in
protecting commercial credit. The research aims to establish the legal concepts of
bankruptcy, define the prerequisites for criminal liability, and analyze offenses
committed by bankrupt individuals, company directors, bankruptcy trustees, and
others. Furthermore, it explores the alignment of Omani penal policy in the area of
bankruptcy offenses with the strategic objectives of Oman Vision 2040. The study
also highlights the importance of establishing investment and commercial courts and
their role in achieving swift justice and enhancing the efficient application of penal
provisions related to commercial transactions. A comparison between Omani and
Egyptian legislation is included to identify shortcomings. The central question is:
Does the Omani legal framework guarantee the protection of commercial credit? Does
the Omani legislator provide effective criminal protection, imposing punishment only
when bankruptcy is accompanied by unlawful conduct? This research, employing a
comparative analytical approach, concluded with several key findings, most notably
the inadequacy of Omani legislation in enforcing criminalization and the lack of
comprehensive coverage of all forms of criminal acts within the scope of bankruptcy.
The research recommends amending the requirement for a final judgment, expanding
the scope of criminalization, and adding penal provisions that criminalize creditors'

actions when they violate the principle of equality.

Keywords: Bankruptcy crimes, criminal bankruptcy, fraudulent bankruptcy, negligent

bankruptcy, commercial credit.
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