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Abstract

This study aims to examine the role of public—private partnership in facilitating and
enhancing investment attractiveness in the Al-Mazyona Free Zone in Dhofar
Governorate. The study analyzes the impact of public sector contributions to
infrastructure development and the role of private sector investment, in addition to the
function of the regulatory environment as a mediating variable that explains the
relationship between partnership and investment attractiveness. The study employed the
descriptive-analytical method through the review of relevant literature on investment
partnerships, in addition to the field approach through examining companies operating in
the free zone to understand the practical reality of partnership and its associated
challenges.

The results indicate that the public sector’s provision of infrastructure has had a clear
positive effect on creating a conducive investment environment, while private sector
investments have contributed to stimulating economic and service activities in the region.
The study further confirms that the effectiveness of the regulatory environment is a
decisive factor in the success of partnership, as investment attractiveness is linked to the
clarity of procedures, efficiency of administrative processes, and flexibility of regulatory
frameworks. Despite its strategic logistical location and competitive investment
incentives, the Al-Mazyona Free Zone still requires enhancements in regulatory and
operational efficiency to improve its capacity to attract investment projects compared to
other free zones in the Sultanate.

The study concludes with several recommendations, the most significant of which are:
enhancing regulatory flexibility through simplifying procedures and expediting
processes, developing infrastructure that supports investment—particularly in
transportation and logistics—encouraging private sector involvement in value-added
projects, and advancing government service systems through digital transformation and
institutional coordination.

Keywords: Public—Private Partnership, Investment, Free Zones, Regulatory

Environment, Al-Mazyona Free Zone.
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