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Abstract

This study examines the concept of linguistic politeness in the rhetorical styles of
Friday sermon (Khutbah) texts, and how it is addressed as a linguistic phenomenon within
the framework of refining religious discourse in the Sultanate of Oman. The research aims
to analyze these rhetorical styles to uncover the manifestations and various patterns of
politeness, and to explore its role in refining and enhancing the effectiveness of the discourse,
as well as attracting the audience to achieve the intended objectives of these sermons. This
is accomplished through the adaptation of politeness in certain rhetorical techniques and the
use of linguistic strategies that render the discourse coherent and acceptable between the
preacher and the listeners. The study emphasizes the importance of avoiding direct
commands, confrontational tones, or any language conveying reprimand or censure, as such

expressions hinder the attainment of the desired goals.

The research seeks to highlight the different manifestations of politeness, such as
employing appealing rhetorical devices, selecting pleasant vocabulary and motivational
syntactic structures, substituting conversational implicature for explicit statements, and
choosing patterns of harmonious, acceptable prosody that do not provoke the audience. The
study applies elements and principles of the pragmatic approach as an analytical tool,
replacing threatening or warning speech acts with lighter, gentler alternatives that serve as
effective substitutes for achieving the intended goals. This is done by adopting a strategy
aimed at increasing the interlocutor’s benefit and motivation, instilling hope, and granting
them the opportunity to reflect and make decisions. Additionally, the research considers the
use of passive constructions, certain declarative forms, and the criticism of actions and their
outcomes rather than their agents as softer alternatives to sharp confrontations that may
trigger resistance or rejection. The study also illustrates how introductory remarks—
reflecting the speaker’s awareness and high moral conduct—can serve as a gentle means of
facilitating acceptance and softening the discourse. Finally, the research will present
numerical and graphical summaries of the results, detailing the occurrences, contexts, and

justifications of politeness in these rhetorical styles.
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