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The Relationship between Flexible Thinking, Research Skills, and Decision Making
among Postgraduate students at Omani Universities
Researcher: Ahmed bin Mohammed bin Khalfan Al-Amri
Dr. Amjad Joma (Supervisor) & Dr.Sharif Alsoudi (Co-Supervisor)

Abstract

The current study aimed to explore the relationship between flexible thinking,
research skills, and decision-making skills among postgraduate students at Omani
universities. To achieve the research objectives, the researcher followed a descriptive
correlational method, with a sample of (369) postgraduate students from Sultan Qaboos
University, Nizwa University, and A’Sharqgiyah University. The study utilized three
measurement tools: a flexible thinking test, a research skills scale, and a decision-making
skills scale.

The findings indicated that postgraduate students exhibited high levels of flexible
thinking, research skills, and decision-making skills. Additionally, there was a statistically
significant but weak inverse relationship between flexible thinking and both research skills
and decision-making skills. Based on these results, the study recommended organizing
advanced workshops and training sessions in flexible thinking, linking them to research
skills and decision-making skills in collaboration with local and international experts.

Keywords: Flexible thinking, scientific research skills, decision-making skills, graduate
students.
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