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Abstract

Domestic violence constitutes one of the social phenomena that require study and
intervention in order to enact legislation and laws to address it, due to its severe
effects on the structure and stability of the family. Some communities may be
unaware of its existence, while others discuss this phenomenon and sympathize with
it without any actual intervention to reduce it. The importance of studying this
phenomenon lies in enacting international and national legislation that minimizes the
occurrence of domestic violence, focuses on protecting those affected, provides
appropriate solutions, criminalizes all acts of violence within the family with
deterrent penalties for the perpetrator, and takes the necessary measures to protect
victims of violence and grant them their rights, especially women and children.
Therefore, it 1s necessary to highlight the concept of violence, as well as identify the
causes that exacerbate this phenomenon and find appropriate solutions to reduce it.
The issue revolves around the effectiveness of the law in curbing domestic violence
and the extent to which laws can provide protection and a safe environment for
victims exposed to all forms of violence, abuse, and assault. For this reason, the
researcher will adopt the descriptive-analytical approach to describe the phenomenon
of domestic violence in Omani society. This also includes understanding the
strengths and weaknesses of the laws and finding suitable solutions to mitigate this
phenomenon. Research indicates that Omani legislation contains some criminal
provisions that penalize various acts of domestic violence, such as physical assault,
threats, neglect, rape, and adultery, and imposes severe penalties if the victim is a
family member. However, there is still a need for an independent law on domestic
violence that combines criminal protection, prevention, and rehabilitation. In this
regard, the research presented a number of findings and recommendations. The most
prominent findings include the difficulties victims face in obtaining protection, such
as the difficulty of proving the abuse, fear of social stigma, and the weakness of
reporting and psychological and social support mechanisms. As for the
recommendations, the most important include the necessity of enacting specific
legislation on domestic violence in the Sultanate of Oman, activating specialized
support centers, and enhancing coordination between judicial and social authorities.
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