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Title: The Criminal Liability of Offenders with Mental and Neurological

Disorders under Omani Law: A Critical Legal Analysis
Abstract:

This dissertation examines the criminal liability of offenders suffering from mental
and neurological disturbances under Omani law. It addresses the core issue that the
current legislative framework, which heavily relies on the principle of absolute free
choice, inadequately accounts for offenders with diminished cognitive and volitional
capacities. The study highlights the lack of precise criteria for evaluating the
psychological condition of offenders, raising critical questions about their eligibility

for full criminal responsibility or the necessity for tailored precautionary measures.

The research reviews a broad spectrum of psychological, mental, and neurological
disorders that impair an individual's ability to distinguish between right and wrong
and to control impulsive behavior. It demonstrates that these impairments diminish
the "legal value" of volition, thus justifying a reduction in criminal culpability,

provided that the impairment coincides with the commission of the offense.

Furthermore, the study engages with competing jurisprudential theories: the
traditional emphasis on free will versus the acknowledgment of biological and
psychological influences on behavior. It advocates for a hybrid model that integrates
conventional punitive measures with targeted therapeutic and precautionary
interventions, ensuring both general and specific deterrence while adhering to

international human rights standards.

The research concludes that Oman's current legal system lacks sufficient flexibility
to effectively address cases involving disturbed offenders, necessitating legislative
reform to introduce comprehensive forensic psychiatric evaluations and specialized

rehabilitation programs under continuous judicial supervision.



This dissertation specifically targets the Omani legal and social context. The adopted
methodology is a critical and analytical approach, systematically examining the legal

texts alongside contemporary criminal law theories.
Key Findings and Recommendations:

« Recognizing that mentally and neurologically disturbed offenders require

distinct legal treatment from ordinary criminals.

« Advocating for the incorporation of therapeutic measures alongside traditional

punishments to address the root causes of criminal behavior.

o Recommending amendments to Omani legislation to explicitly provide for

therapeutic and precautionary measures tailored to this category of offenders.

Keywords: Criminal Responsibility, Mental and Neurological Disorder, Criminal Deviance,
Forensic Psychiatry, Criminal Dangerousness.
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