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Abstract

This research addresses the subject of conciliation in administrative disputes as an
alternative mechanism for resolving conflicts between individuals and public
administration, deriving its significance from its legal and Sharia-based foundations in
achieving swift justice and simplifying litigation procedures. The study demonstrates
that, despite the presence of administrative conciliation in some comparative legal
systems such as French law, it remains absent from the legislative framework in the
Sultanate of Oman. This legislative gap gave rise to the central research problem,
namely, how to regulate conciliation in administrative disputes and to define the scope
of its application within both legality review jurisdiction and full jurisdiction according
to Omani judicial practice.

The study concludes that conciliation in administrative disputes acquires the nature of
an administrative contract, whereby the will of the administration and that of individuals
converge to amicably terminate the dispute in a manner that serves the public interest.
Omani judicial rulings—similar to comparative experiences—have recognized
conciliation agreements as a valid legal ground for terminating litigation. However,
practical application revealed the limited scope of conciliation within legality review
jurisdiction, as it is inherently linked to the legality of the administrative decision as an
objective action, while its scope remains broader under full jurisdiction, which pertains
to rights and personal claims. The findings further highlight that conciliation carries
binding enforceability and final res judicata effect, though it remains contingent upon
the fulfillment of contractual elements and validity requirements, with the possibility of
rescission or annulment in cases of breach.

The study recommends the establishment of a legislative framework regulating
administrative conciliation in Oman, clarifying its domains and provisions, and
unifying judicial interpretation in this regard. It further calls for raising awareness of its
advantages as a fast and effective alternative to traditional litigation, embedding
principles of governance to ensure the validity of its conditions, and empowering the
administrative judge to exercise oversight so as to prevent conflicts with public policy.
The study also recommends the creation of preliminary administrative conciliation
committees to address disputes prior to judicial proceedings, thereby reducing
caseloads, strengthening trust between administration and individuals, and aligning
with the requirements of modern administrative justice.

Keywords: Administrative conciliation — Administrative disputes — Administrative
contract — Legality review jurisdiction — Full jurisdiction — Swift justice — Alternative
dispute resolution mechanisms.
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