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An Omani research project successfully Prepares a nanoemulsion from frankincense for
breast and lung cancer

The A’'Shargiyah University Omani research
team has successfully prepared a nanoemul-
sion from frankincense oil in an easy and eco-
nomically inexpensive way to treat breast and
lung cancer within a project to extract frankin-
cense oil and study its effect on breast and lung
cancer cells in the laboratory. The research
project was carried out with the participation
and supervision of Dr. Muhammad Cengiz, for-
mer project lead researcher (former academic
at A'Shargiyah University), and Dr. Raya Balushi,
associate chemistry professor and head of the
Basic and Applied Sciences Department (cur-
rent lead researcher). The project took approx-
imately 3 years and was funded by the Ministry
of Higher Education and Scientific Research
and Innovation within the competency-based
institutional financing program.

Dr. Raya tfold the Oman News Agency that
study results showed that frankincense extract
contains various plant chemicals , a high an-
ti-cancer activity and acts as a natural an-
ti-cancer, and its effectiveness is enhanced
through its use as a nanoemulsion. She stated
that one of the most prominent outcomes of this
research project is the publication of the study

results and previous studies on the subject in
two research papers. In addition to a third
paper that was submitted for publicationin a
peer-reviewed and highly influential scientif-
ic journal, known as the Journal of Chemical
Physics of the international publishing house
“Elsevier”. The research is awaiting final ap-
proval, which will significantly contribute to
raising the A'Shargiyah University’s scientific
level in particular and the Sultanate of Oman
in general.

The researcher confirmed that this research
project will contribute to revolutionizing the
world of medicine and cancer freatment
by treating it without any complications for
the patient with cancer compared to cur-
rent treatment and by its ability to prevent
the spread of cancer cells in the body. On
the next step after the research project, Dr.
Raya said: There are upcoming steps, which
include obtaining a patent after preliminary
experiments in mice. There may also be other
tfreatments from the nanoemulsion of frank-
incense oil, such as the treatment of kidney
failure diseases.
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A’Shargiyah University launches 5 initiatives with 2 million riyals to support education,
scientific research, and society

"A’Shargiyah University launched 5 community
initiatives worth two million Omani Riyals, at the
ceremony held under the patronage of His Ex-
cellency Minister of Higher Education, Scientific
Research and Innovation, in the presence of HE
Mahmoud Al Dhahli, Governor of Al Shargiyah
North, and a number of the governorate’s gov-
ernors and officials.

These initiatives aim to support education,
learning, and scientific research, as well as to
support society, strengthen community part-
nership, and achieve Oman Vision 2040. The
first initiative involves allocating OMR 500,000
to support the Siraj Al-Wagfi Foundation to
support and foster education and its scientific
programmes. The initiative also aims to create
diverse and sustainable sources of support for
all levels of education, and support students in
need and students with special needs.

The second initiative included allocating OMR
300,000 to support the endowment share at
A’Shargiyah University, with the aim of building
a community partnership to establish a sustain-
able endowment foundation to support edu-
cation and learning for A'Shargiyah University
members. In addition, creating a sustainable
financial source that contributes to supporting
the university’s needy students by supporting
tuition fees or other services that they need
from housing, tfransportation, etc., and support-
ing scientific research and community-service
programmes.

The third initiative included allocating OMR
500,000 to provide partial scholarships for
low-income students and social security fam-
ilies by a reduction up to 25%, as a contribu-
tion from the university to support these groups
in achieving their aspirations for their children’s
education. While RO 250,000 was allocated to
establish renewable energy a research cen-
tre to support the government and private
sector efforts through scientific research, sem-
inars, conferences, and field studies inside and
outside the Sultanate, which contributes to
achieving Oman Vision 2040. As well as allocat-
ing OMR 450 to support community initiatives,
including support for the National Employment
Programme, with the aim of promoting the uni-
versity’s role in society and consolidating it in
a way that enhances its scientific and social
status and its members, and achieving partner-
ships with governmental and private institutions
in this aspect.

These initiatives reflect the university’'s commit-
ment to supporting community and achieving

Oman Vision 2040, as these initiatives are part of
the of the university’s endeavor to contribute to
the society's development in scientific, intellectu-
al, economic, and social aspects. As well as to
support education and scientific research and
enhance community partnership.

The ceremony was followed by a tour of HE and
her accompanying delegation in some of the
university’s facilities, including the Applied and
Health Sciences, and Engineering colleges, the
Learning Resources Center, and a visit to the Uni-
versity Veterinary Teaching Hospital.

A’Shargiyah University celebrates World
Arabic Language Day

A’Shargiyah University, represented by the Ara-
bic Language and Literature Department at Arts
and Human Sciences College, celebrated World
Arabic Language Day, which falls on December
18 under the title “Arabic: The Language of Po-
efry and the Arts.” Dr. Ahmed Al-Ramahi, Head
of the Arabic Language and Literature Depart-
ment said: “Celebrating World Arabic Language
Day comes to highlight its role, importance, and
status in the world. This year's slogan came to
embody itsrole in art and literature for many art-
ists and poets in the Arab world and beyond. It
is a poetic language with a consolidating pow-
er that creates creativity in the aesthetics of its
vocabulary. The ceremony program included
a poem presented by the student Abdullah Al
Habsi, majoring in Arabic Language Arts, a visu-
al presentation by the Arabic Language Group,
and an interactive session entitled “Arabic: The
Language of Poetry and Arts.” This was followed
by honoring the participants in this event. This
event was attended by several members of the
academic and administrative bodies, university
students, and those intellectuals and those inter-
ested in the Arabic language from outside the
community.

The Minister of Agricultural resources reviews
the governorate’s food security achieve
ments with A*Shargiyah University students

His Excellency Dr. Saud Al Habsi, Minister of
Agricultural, Fisheries, and Water Resourc-
es, reviewed with the university's students the
achievements fulfilled in the food security field
in Oman and the Ministry’s vision and strategic
goals to achieve food security. He also reviewed
the Ministry's efforts in this field, including ratio-
nalizing water consumption and using technol-
ogies to raise agricultural production efficiency.

As well as applying the water production con-
cept, strengthening the strategic inventory of
commodity provision, building integrated na-
tional information systems, and working on the
consequences of the fluctuation of global food
commodity prices. HE also spoke about food
safety and quality through the policies followed
by the Ministry, which include building an inte-
grated national system for quality control pro-
grams to develop inspection and control systems
and developing a system to ensure food quality
and safety. The meeting reviewed a number of
2022 statistics and the total volume of agricultur-
al, plant, animal, and fish production. The presen-
tation reflected a varying percentage of com-
ponents in the fisheries, water resources, animal
and plant production sectors, strategic reserves,
and food security outcomes. HE also reviewed
food security in Al Shargiyah North Governorate
sectors. On the sidelines of the meeting, HE was
briefed on the University Veterinary Teaching
Hospital and the services it provides in this field.
He also visited the Applied Sciences College lab-
oratories and Learning Resource Centre.
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A’ Shargiyah University celebrates the
graduation of its ninth batch of students

A’Sharqgiyah University celebrated the gradu-
ation of more than 1,000 graduates from the
ninth batch who hold diplomas, bachelor’s,
and master’s degrees in several different spe-
cializations. Under the patronage of His Excel-
lency Dr. Khalfan Shuaili, Minister of Housing
and Urban Planning.

This graduation is an important achievement
for students who have completed their studies
and succeeded in various specializations. This
event reflects A'Shargiyah University's com-
mitment to providing a distinctive educational
environment and diverse educational oppor-
tunities for students.

On this occasion, the Vice Chancellor, Pro-
fessor Fouad Shadid, spoke about the impor-
tance of always taking responsibility, regard-
less of the results and the person’s success in
personal and professional life. He stated that
people who can take responsibility must have
integrity, self-confidence, and maturity. He
praised the efforts of the Ministry of Higher Ed-
ucation, Scientific Research, and Innovation
and the university's support from the Board
of Trustees and administration. | would like to
thank the faculty members, administration,
and university students for their efforts in de-
veloping the educational process noting that
the university strives to provide an inspiring and
motivating learning environment that helps
students achieve their full potential.

He also spoke about the importance of build-
ing better relationships with others, pointing
out that social interaction and cooperation
are key elements in developing personal and
professional skills. In addition, he emphasized
the importance of integrity, self-confidence,
and maturity in assuming responsibility. He sent
a message to students about the need to de-
velop these qualities to succeed in personal
and professional life.

In conclusion, the Vice Chancellor expressed
his gratitude to the Ministry of Higher Educa-
tion for its support of the university, as well as
to the Board of Trustees and the administration
for their continues support. He stressed that
the university would continue to work hard to
achieve its future vision and goals, provide ex-
cellent education, and contribute to scientific
and societal progress.

A’Shargiyah University celebrates the
graduation of Educational Quadlification
Diploma students

A’Shargiyah University celebrated the graduation
of more than 300 graduates of the fifth batch of
educational qualification diploma students under
the patronage of Professor Fouad Chedid, Vice
Chancellor.

Professor Fouad Chedid said in his speech: First,
| congratulate you on obtaining the education-
al qualification diploma after a year's hard work.
You are now ready to engage in your duties as
teachers in public and private schools, which is
rather a difficult work, but it carries with it a lot of
its importance and plays an essential role in cre-
ating a better future for the children of Oman.
He added: The success of the university is based
primarily on your work in schools, and there is no
place for universities to provide a high level of
university education if there is no one to provide
those universities with competent public diploma
level graduates. At the end of his speech, he ex-
pressed his sincere thanks to the College of Arts
and Human Sciences and its academic and ad-
ministrative bodies, who are making every effort
to improve the educational process in the col-
lege.

Then, graduate Juhayna Rahbiyah gave the
graduates’ speech: We are now experiencing a
joy that we have long been waiting for to cele-
brate today after praising God and thanking Him
for our graduation from the educational rehao-
bilitation program at A'Shargiyah University. We
have reached the podium with God's grace and
with strenuousness, without any delay or laziness,
through our dedication and work. Today, we are
achieving the ambitions we set, and making our
dear homeland happy with our achievements.
We sincerely congratulate all those who have
drawn a smile of pride for our beloved country,
Oman.

She concluded: In this blessed moment, we re-
member those who supported us during our study
year, giving and guiding, to those who placed
hopes on us, so we crowned them with clear joy,
to our beloved families, and to our honorable pro-
fessors who consolidated the love of science and
education within us. Our thanks go to the universi-
ty’'s administrative body for playing an important
role in its constant support. After that, the top stu-
dents were honored, and graduation certificates
were handed over to the graduating students.
This ceremony was attended by the university's
administrative and academic members and the
graduating students’ parents.
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