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A’ Sharqgiyah University signs two agreements in solar energy field and the
establishment of housing units

A’Shargiyah University has signed two agreements for provision of solar en-
ergy field and a project to establish student housing units, with a number of
private sector institutions costing more than 7.8 million Omani riyals. The first
agreement stipulates the design, supply, installation, and delivery of a solar
energy station with a capacity of “980" kilowatts at a total cost estimated
at 350" thousand Omani riyals. It aims to save electricity during the day
and reduce carbon emissions with a volume of “1810” tons. The project
involves the use of the best technology through the provision of a *1420”
solar panel connected to the local electricity grid for use and the export of
surplus. The second agreement was signed between the university and Al
Khalili Construction Group to establish a student housing unit project at a
cost estimated at “7.5" milion Omani riyals. The project includes “4" hous-
ing units, each containing “132" rooms distributed over three floors with a
capacity for the four units exceeding *1,600.” “Female students, in addition
to in-house service facilities in the housing units.




17research projects funded at A’'Shargiyah University under the competen
cy-based institutional funding program for the year 2023

Through the Competency-Based Institutional
Funding Program, 17 research projects have
been sponsored by the Ministry of Higher Edu-
cation for A'Shargiyah University in 2023. The
approved research projects were distributed
among 6 research projects for academics with
doctorates, 7 research projects for graduate
students and staff, and 4 research projects for
bachelor’s students. Compared to the funding
amount of the same program in 2022, there was
a 92% increase in the share of funds allocated to
research.

The amount of research funding in the com-
petency-based institutional financing program
depends on higher education institutions per-
formance in the Sultanate in the scientific re-
search field and innovation, which is evaluated
based on quanfitative and qualitative basic
performance indicators. They are divided into
indicators of the institution’s performance in
the program in particular and indicators of the
institution’s performance in scientific research
and innovation in general. The institution’s per-
formance indicators in the program depend on
the extent to which the desired research out-
puts have been achieved in previous cycles of
the program, including the number of research
papers published in peer-reviewed scientific
journals and indexed in prestigious databases.
As well as the international research coopera-
tion percentage, the national research capac-

ity-building index, and the number of patents
and startups from research projects. On the oth-
er hand, the institution’s performance indicators
in scientific research are generally based on the
knowledge economy pillars, the Global Innova-
tion Index, indicators of international university
classifications, and others.

This achievement comes as the culmination of
the university's relentless efforts to strengthen its
position locally and internationally by supporting
the scientific research culture and innovation.
In addition to building national research capa-
bilities within the university's vision and mission
framework and its ambitious strategic plan for
2020-2025. Together with contributing and a
contribution to achieving the Oman Vision 2040.
For this purpose, the university, adopts many re-
search funding programs, such as the internal
research grants program, the program to sup-
port participation in international conferences,
the program to support research visits, and the
university program to cover research publishing
and franslation fees. Additionally, the incentives
program for research consultations, which sup-
ports and integrates with national research fund-
ing programs such as the competency-based
institutional funding program. The Strategic Re-
search Program, the Ejad Program, and the Sci-
entific Publishing Support Program, which was
launched recently.

The University Academic Council
holds its first meeting

The University Academic Council at A'Shar-
giyah University held its first of four annual
meetings in the academic year 2023-2024,
which discussed many main fopics in the
academic and university administrative as-
pects. The meeting was chaired by Vice
Chansellor Professor Fouad Chedid, and was
opened by recounting the achievements
made during the academic year 2022-2023;
among them is the steady increase in the
number of students enrolled at the university,
which reached nearly 8,000 for the current
year in more than 32 diploma and bache-
lor's programs, and the percentage of doc-
toral holders among academics working at
the university reached 80%. The Omanization
percentage in academic positions reached
60%, distributed among the five colleges of
the university. He also blessed the universi-
ty's entry info the Arab university classifica-
tion, which came after strenuous efforts to
achieve this goal and encouragement to
continue to reach the international classifi-
cafion in the near future, which can only be
achieved by diligent work on academic re-
search and ofher fields required to achieve
this goal. It is worth noting that the university
has strived to develop the scientific research
field, which has resulted in 996 papers in sci-
enfific fields and conferences, with the sup-
port amounting to more than 634,000 Oma-
ni riyals. After that, the Vice Chansellor and
members discussed many academic and
administrative topics.

The university receives an academic
delegation from the American Uni
versity of Beirut

A delegation from the American University
of Beirut’s (AUB) Maroun Semaan College of
Engineering and Architecture was received
by A'Shargiyah University, headed by Pro-
fessor Alain Shehadeh, Dean of the College,
and the membership of Professor Riyad
Shadid, Associate Dean, and Professor Issam
Sorour, Director of the Abdullah Al-Ghurair
Center for Digital Education at the AUB. The
delegation was received by Professor Fouad
Shadid, Vice Chansellor, and the Honorable
Professor Yahya Al-Wahaibi, Deputy Vice
Chansellor for Academic Affairs and Scien-
tific Research and college deans. During the
visit, academic programs of mutual interest
and the role played by the Abdullah Al Ghu-
rair Center at AUB in enabling community
members to pursue their educational attain-
ment through non-traditional means were
discussed.

This visit included a university infroductory
tour of the campus and a number of its fa-
cilities, such as the Student Services Center,
colleges of both Applied and Health Scienc-
es , and Engineering, and the Learning Re-
sources Center. Al Sayeed Abdullah Al Bu-
saidi, Chairman of the university's Board of
Trustees, and Sheikh Abdullah bin Sulaiman
Al Harithi, Chairman of the Board of Direc-
tors, met with the visiting delegation and
expressed their appreciation of the visit and
praised its objectives during a work/business
dinner held in

Muscat. They emphasized how crucial it is for
the two institutions to have these kinds of re-
ciprocal visits and gatherings to foster future
research fields and scholarly collaboration
as well as to share ideas and experiences.



4 )

A monthly magazine published by Public relation
and Media department, covers A’'Shargiyah Universi
ty evenrs, activities and achievments.

General supervision: Public Relation and Media De-
partment.

Arabic language proofreading: College of Arts and
Humanities.

Mashreqg Al Shames-Issue 47

( November-2023 >

English Language Proofreading: Public Relation
and Media Department.

o

| ( —

UFDFED '

Nl =2Ehnnkd & oot e T e I







