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Mashreg Al Shams

Issue 13

Mashreq Al Shams celebrates its first year

In order to highlight the activities and achieve-
ments of the university and to shed light on the
events and activities carried out by the university,
whether for the internal or external community,
as well as articles from members of the academ-
ic and administrative bodies, in addition to high-
lighting the various student talents using the latest
means and keeping up tfechnological develop-
ments in the media, A'Shargiyah University cele-
brates, this month, on the occasion of One year
since the publication of her magazine "Mashreqg
Al Shams”.

.Jo talk about this occasion, we had this interview
with Mrs. Moza bint Muhammad al-Hindasiyya,
Director of the Department of Public Relations
and Information, who said: “Mashreq al-Shams”
is the first monthly newsletter of its kind at Shargia
University, which is issued by the Department of
Public Relations and Information concerned with
publishing and covering activities, events and
achievements of Al-Shargiya University regard-
ing the general activity of the university in terms
of participation, events and achievements of
all university, students and employees (both ac-
ademic and administrative). In addition to that,
it allowed community members to participate in
the published issues.

Al-Hindasiyah explained that *“Mashreq Al-Shams”
magazine is divided into several sections, includ-
ing fixed and variable ones. We may find activ-
ities, events, meetings, visits, research achieve-
ments, academic scientific achievements, and
student achievements from the permanent fixed
sections of the newsletter. Contributions received
from employees and students, community par-

ticipations, events, national forums, and supple-
ments considered to be from the variable sec-
tions, as they coincide and commensurate with
the published number.

She added that the magazine “Mashreq Al
Shams” completed its first year after a year full
of the achievements that its first twelve issues of
its life recorded, which started in January 2020
with an idea from the Department of Public Relo-
tions and Information team; as there was a need
to find a way to document the most important
events and achievements at the university and
how to deliver this documentation to the Univer-
sity community and the surrounding community
of institutions and individuals, at the forefront of
which are students, parents, employees, boards
of trustees and directors, shareholders, the com-
munity of North and South Shargiya governo-
rates, in addition to institutions concerned with
education and some relevant government and
private institutions.

At the end of the interview she indicated the
continuing expansion in many areas and news
that the newsletter will be keen to cover, and the
newsletter will focus - according to the set plan -
on the external expansion of coverage and news
to include the most important news of education,
regionally and globally, and societal issues that
have a direct impact on education and individu-
als influencing education or those related to the
student’s career and university life. In addition to
expanding publishing to reach the largest possi-
ble part of the local community, individuals and
relevant institutions.




A’Sharqiya Governor’s visit to A’Sharqiyah University

A'Shargiyah University has received His Ex-
cellency Sheikh Ali bin Ahmed Al Shamsi;
Governor of North A'Shargiyah region. HE
was received by Professor Fouad Chedid,
Vice Chancellor, Mr. Hamad Al Hajri, Deputy
Vice Chancellor — Resources & Institutional
Support (DVCRIS), Prof. Sam Wamziri, Act-
ing Deputy Vice Chancellor for Academic
Affairs and Research & Dean of the College
of Engineering, as well as Deans of Colleg-
es, and several Department Directors at the
University.

This visit aimed to know about the Univer-
sity and its general facilities, as well as to
learn about its colleges and the programs
it offers, in addition to its role in supporting
and serving the society. On this visit, HE has
been briefed on the visual presentation by
the VC with an infroductory overview of the
University's vision, mission, colleges and pro-
grams it offers, in addition to the number
of enrolled students, numbers of registered
students, graduates, as well as the number
of the University staff of academics and ad-
ministrators and the Omanisation percent-
ages.

On the other hand, the VC presented the
list of MoUs signed by A’'Shargiyah Univer-
sity with a number of academic and gov-
ernmental institutions, in the field of student
training, curriculum development and ac-
ademic courses. The Vice Chancellor ex-

Conferences

plained the University's success in digital
transformation through the University's on-
line platforms in moving towards the dis-
tance learning phase upon suspension of
on-site study, due to the spread of the Co-
rona pandemic, and the extent of the avail-
ability of appropriate services and facilities
to study practical courses on the university’s
campus, in addition to highlighting the main
advantages and challenges of this stage.
During the field four, His Excellency was
briefed on the campus facilities including
the Student Services Center, the laborato-
ries of the College of Applied and Health
Sciences, and the College of Engineering,
as well as the Learning Resources Center. At
the end of his visit, HE expressed his happi-
ness with admiration for what the University
has reached of development in its original
and modern facilities and equipment, and
the suitable University environment for all its
members.

i

An international conference addressing the role of digital technology for people
with special needswith special needs

Dr. Abdullah Saif Al Toubi , Dean of the Col-
lege of Arts and Humanities, has partici-
pated in the Second International Virtual
Conference, “Digital Technology as a Stra-
tegic Entrance for Empowering People with
Special Needs” held in the Arab Republic
of Egypt, during the period from December
30 to 31, 2020; where Dr. Abdullah Al Toubi
gave a speech at the opening ceremony,
in which he spoke about several Arab per-
sonalities with special needs, who had a

civilized role in the Arab world, such as: Taha
Hussain who, despite of his disability, as he
lost his sight when he was young, but with
perseverance and determination, became
brilliant in the field of education and litera-
ture. He was the Dean of Arab Literature,
and former Minister of Education in the Arab
Republic of Egypt. He spoke about Sheikh
Noor Eddin Abdullah Hamid Al Salmi, who
was blind, however, it did not prevent him
from seeking knowledge. Being the leader



of a scientific and political renaissance, he
issued many books on Sharia sciences, lan-
guage and history.

He also spoke about the famous physicist of
contemporary history Stephen Hawking, the
American scientist who defied disability and
surpassed his fellow physicists, in formulating
hypotheses and establishing scientific the-
ories that accelerated the pace of devel-
opment and growth in the course of human
sciences.

Dr. Al Toubi said: This conference is an incu-
bator and a solid ground for creative ideas
in employing the icon of the Fourth Industrial
Revolution, namely digital fechnology and
artificial intelligence. in the service of peo-
ple with special needs, and empowering
them in the best scientific ways to achieve
a prominent position in the society, so that
they become an integral part in leading the
Arab world towards a bright future, and a

prosperous, well-being and quality life as a
result of adhering to useful educational and
scientific methods and theories.

At the end of his speech, he thanked the
conference organizers for their generous
confidence, and the opportunity for him to
deliver his brief speech, wishing this confer-
ence all success in achieving its goals.
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Difficulties, challenges and strategies of food security in the global economy in an international scientific
conference

Dr. Hayel Tashtoosh, Assistant Professor in the
Management Department at the College of
Business Administration, has virtually participat-
edin the third international scientific conference
enfitled: "Sustainable development between
the public and private sectors in achieving their
goals". This economic theme was organized by
the American International Academy of High-
er Education and Training, based in Delaware,
United States of America. The research was titled
"The Challenges of Arab Food Security and the
Solution Strategy in Light of the Requirements of
Sustainable Development". The research dealt
with the difficulties facing the process of achiev-
ing Arab food security, especially in light of the

Scientific paper

difficult conditions that the global economy is
experiencing under the Corona pandemic; and
suggested a number of strategies as solutions to
confront them.
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A scientific paper highlighting the experience of A’Sharqiyah University in e-learning and its applications in
Algeria

With the aim of shedding light on the experience
of A’'Sargiyah University in e-learning during the
Corona-19 pandemic through opportunities
and challenges, Dr. Amjad Jumaa, Assistant Pro-
fessor of Educational Psychology in the Depart-
ment of Psychology at the Faculty of Arts and
Humanities, participated with a Paper entitled
“E-learning in light of Corona-19 pandemic”, in

the virtual scientific symposium on e-learning
in the Arab world - Experiences and Foresight,
organized by the Laboratory of Philosophical
Studies and Human Issues at Ibn Khaldoun Uni-
versity in Algeria. This Paper aimed to present
the different experiences of Arab countries in
e-learning. It also shed light on the experience
of A’Shargiyah University and some Arab coun-



tries in e-learning during Corona-19 pandemic.
It discussed the impact of Corona pandemic on
the higher education sector in the Sultanate of
Oman, the conversion of homes into universities
and schools, the methodology for dealing with
the crisis and the electronic applications used
for simultaneous and asynchronous education,
opportunities and challenges, and how to deal
with them. It also shared recommendations and
proposals concluded by this study.
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Discussing Strategic, Research and Operational Plans of the University

A'Shargiyah University has held the second
meeting of the University Academic Council
headed by Prof. Fouad Chedid, the University's

was also discussed, in addition to the mechao-
nism of developing the council and modifying
its memberships to be in proportion with that in

Vice Chancellor, attended by, Deans of Colleg-  other institutions.
es, the rest of related Departments Heads, other
committee members and academics. During
this meeting, the committee agreed on some
of the strategic and research policy reviews,
and the commiftee members presented the
updates and achievements of the implementa-
tion of the operational and strategic plans for
the first quarter of the academic year. The status
of the Academic Council and its membership
in the University, compared to the academic
councils in other higher education institutions,
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Achievements

Best Paper Award in the 2020 IEEE International Symposium on Telecommunication Technologies
(ISTT2020)

T T
PBess Pgpor Hivard

This cert Fanted to
Ivan Ku, Lee Vei Hung, El-Saleh, Tuan Anh Le,
s

er MIMO Networks with Quantized
edback

Trade-Off Performances in M

Congratulation

Dr. Ayman El-Saleh-Assistant Professor of Electronics and
Communication Engineering-Director of Research and
Graduate Studies (Secondment)

Forthe Best Paper Award in the 2020 IEEE International Sym-
posium on Telecommunication Technologies (ISTT2020)
held on 9th-11th November 2020 in Malaysia. The fitle of
the winning paper is “Trade-Off Performances in Multiuser
MIMO Networks with Quantized CSI Feedback”.



Charted Engineer Certificate (CEng)

Congratulation
Mohamed Shaik Honnurvali
Lecturer -Electronics and Communication
College of Engineering

for being awarded with Charted Engineer Cerfificate
(CEng), acquired from the UK Engineering Coun-
cil, which is a highly valued professional recognition
for an Engineer. CEng fitle demonstrates that all the
competences set in line with the international stand-
ards, are met in accordance with the UK_SPEC-Com-
petency framework. The professional recognition
demonstrates commitment to their respective profes-
sions, in ferms of maintaining up-to-date knowledge
through CPDs, innovative solutions, accountability,
ethics, and risk management.

Youth and their role in providing psychological care for the elderly

Based on the University's duty in community service,
and activating the role of youth in health, psycho-
logical and social care for the elderly, Dr. Saeed bin
Musallam Al-Rashidi, Assistant Professor at the Col-
lege of Arts and Humanities - Department of Educa-
fion, andin cooperation with the “lhsan” Association,
presented a virtual lecture entitled “Understanding
Psychology of Elderly.” The lecture addressed the

great honor and virtues in providing righteousness
and benevolence to the elderly, taking care of their
rights, carrying out their duties, and striving to remove
froubles, worries and sorrows from their lives. The lec-
fure was about infroducing the role of young peo-
ple in providing psychological care to the elderly
and the importance of confinuous communication
with them through periodic visits, asking about them,
spending some time with them and benefiting from
their experiences. Al-Rashidi also discussed the prob-
lems of psychological care for the elderly, their psy-
chological, emotional and mental characteristics,
and how to deal with such aspects. This lecture was
aftended by a number of interested people from the
local community.

The Islamic Culture Group is organizing a workshop on “University Youth and their role in building
the society”

With the aim of moftivating students to be effective
and positive in their life, by infroducing them to their
duties, their performance of the trust that God has
bestowed to man, and the importance of university
students in a society, Dr. Mustafa Muhammad Sharifi,
Assistant Professor of Islamic Studies at the College
of Arts and Humanities, presented a workshop enti-
tled “University Student’'s Message”, via the Microsoft
Teams platform. The workshop focused on the need
for a student to know himself/herself and the charac-
teristics of his/her identity and personality and guide
him/her to take practical steps. In addition to that, it
clarifies how to develop his/her abilities to fulfill the
mission to the fullest. The workshop also focuses on
the youth category being the strong arm on which
nation-building is based, and because of their capa-
bility of possessing new ideas and development, in
addition to being the largest segment of the society.
The workshop dealf with several themes, the most im-

portant of them were: Who am 12 What message am
| carrying? Where is my compass¢ How do | go in my
life2 How do | create a challenge? How do | achieve
my goals?

It is worth noting that this workshop comes within the
activities of the University's Islamic Culture Group,
which targets university students and other young
people.
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Concepts and role of Acculturation and its importance in Arab Culturetance in Arab Culture

Dr. Youssef Al-Maamari, a Lecturer at the College
of Arts and Humanities, Department of Arabic Lan-
guage, conducted a cultural lecture held by the
Omani Society of Writers and Literates entitled “The
Unilateralism of Arab Acculturation”, where the Soci-

ety hosted the well-known Saudii critic, Professor Saad
Al-Bazai. The lecture addressed a number of cultural
themes that occupy the minds of Arab intellectuals
and researchers; one of them is focusing on some ba-
sic conceptssuch as, Acculturation, Unilateralism and



The Other, highlighting the importance of accultura-
fion in human history, the role of acculturation in the
history of Arab culture, in the past and present, and
some of its features and effects in both positive and
negative sides. A number of professors, researchers
and people interested in cultural affairs from the
Arab public have participated in this lecture.

An applied workshop in the program of designing interactive activities, “Wizer Me”, for professional learning
groups in education

In the context of community service, Dr. Qasim Al
Ajmi, Assistant Professor of Educational Technology
at the College of Arts and Humanities, in coopera-
tion with the General Directorate of Education in Al
Batinah North Governorate, presented an applied
workshop in the program of designing interactive
activities, “Wizer Me”, via Google platform. The work-
shop has been attended by a group of mathematics
teachers in the governorate as part of the Ministry
of Education project “Professional Learning Groups”,
in which he discussed the application, its definition,
features and capabilities in designing interactive
computerized activities, exercises and tests, in addi-
tion to the possibility of immediate interaction and

Scientific Research

direct feedback for students, which saves time and
effort for teachers and students. One of the most
important features of this application is, enabling a
teacher to give written, audio and video instructions
to students, as well as enabling students to answer in
writing and voice along with videos.

It is worth noting that A’Shargiyah University is the first
and the only Institution in the Sultanate, to infroduce
this application within its plans towards electronic
fransformation during the distance/online educa-
tion stage, by teaching the computerized materials
design course in the first field plan of the Education
Department that Dr. Al Ajami teaches.

Scientific Research on “The Influence of Organizational Performance by Academic Service”
by Dr. Saleh Al-Senawi

Dr. Saleh Al-Senawi, Head of the Management De-
partment, and Assistant Professor of Management at
the College of Business Administration, has published
a research fitled "Organizational Performance Af-
fected by Academic Service Quality: An Investigo-
tion at Public Universities in Malaysia”, in the Journal
of International Educatfion Research published by
“Hindawi" website, which is one of the largest mag-

Training sessions

In view of enhancing the skills and with the aspira-
fion fowards continuous learning and development,
the DVCRIS office organised a couple of sessions this
month on key aspects of our Business;

A session on Risk Management:

The purpose of this session was to grasp an advanced
level understanding of the process of identifying risks,
estimating ifs likelihood and consequence, and de-
vise the mechanism to mitigate those risks. This session
was attended by the DVCRIS and all Directors report-
ing fo his office.

A ftraining session on Leadership skills — Empathy &
People Management:

This fraining session was prepared and delivered by
Mr Iftekhar Ahmed. The purpose of this training was
to understand the key responsibilities of a leader and

azine publishers of open sources, that is interested in
publishing scientific researches. The research deals
with the investigation about the impact of the ac-
ademic service quality on the organizational per-
formance of public Universities in Malaysia, by con-
ducting a questionnaire on 435 international students
from three public Universities in Malaysia, to assess
the quality of academic services; such as, resources
and academic competence and skills development.
After analyzing the data, the results of this research
concluded that the three Universities have provided
the same level of quality of academic services, the
thing that greatly affected their organizational per-
formance.

the way he/she shall lead his/her team. It also em-
phasises on practising empathy while dealing with
the employees, subsequently, advising the best way
tfo manage people. This session was aftended by the
DVCRIS and all Directors reporting to his office.
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Mashreq Al Shams celebrates its first ’year

An international conference addressing the role of digital technology
for people with special needswith special needs




